For family reading, try the following books, which present nurturing fathers or families.

* Bear at the Beach, by Clay Carmichael, ages six to eight, published by North South Books, 1996. "Simple line drawings and soothing pastel watercolors depict the gentle seaside setting for this story of a bear who longs for a father." (Review from The Horn Book )

* Just Me and My Dad, by Mercer Mayer, ages four to eight, Golden Look-Look Book, 1982. "Father and son go camping, but who is really taking care of whom? The happy father and son manage to put up their tent, catch fish for dinner, and sleep beneath the stars." (Amazon.com editorial review)

* Laura's Pa, by Laura Ingalls Wilder, ages seven to ten, HarperCollins Children's Book Group, 1999. "Laura helps Pa make a door for their cabin and finds that no matter how hard Pa works, he's never too tired to sing and play the fiddle for his little girls." (publisher's review)

* Ramona and Her Father, by Beverly Cleary, ages eight to 12, William Morrow and Company, 1990. A Newberry Honor Book, "This tale recounts Ramona's efforts to cheer up her father after he loses his job, including a crusade to help him stop smoking." (Amazon.com editorial review)

* Our Only May Amelia, by Jennifer L. Holm, ages nine and up, HarperCollins Publishers, 1999. In this Newberry Honor Book, readers learn that life 100 years ago wasn't too different from life in the 21st century. Amelia's father set rules, her brothers argued with her, and she ran away.

