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1. Intro
Why do we love stories?  Why do pastors illustrate their sermons with stories?  Because stories are about life experience and through story we are educated both upstairs (the mind) and downstairs (the heart).  A good book will feed our soul, teach us values and build our character.
2.  Statistics
From The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease
A school’s objective should be to create lifetime readers—graduates who continue to read and educate themselves throughout their adult lives.  However, adult reading is down 22% since 1982.  By 2002, only 50% of adults read (includes books, magazines, and newspapers).  In short, half of America is aliterate.
This tread was recognized in 1983 and a national committee was created.  The results
1.  The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children
2. It is a practice that should continue throughout the grades.
Two-part formula—
1.  The more you read, the better you get at it; the better you get at it, the more you like it; and the more you like it, the more you do it.
2. The more you read, the more you know; and the more you know, the smarter you grow.
The problem is not that they can’t read; it’s that they don’t read very much as they mature and therefore aren’t very good at it when they need to be.  
The National Reading Report Card shows 54 of 4th graders read for pleasure every day; 30% of 8th graders; and 19% of 12th graders.
A major reason why only 27% of high school students advance beyond freshman year of college is that 78% spend less than three hours a week reading.  The world is a lot more complex today than it was 25 years ago, so 3 hours or less doesn’t cut it anymore.
Reading fact #1:  Human beings are pleasure centered
Reading fact #2: Reading is an accrued skill
	
	High interest in reading
	Low interest in reading

	# of books in the home
	80.6
	31.7

	Child owns a library card
	37.5
	3.4

	Child is taken to the library
	98.1
	7.1

	Parents read aloud daily
	76.8
	1.8



So when to we start?  When did you start talking to your child?

3. Preschoolers
1st year—stimulate sight and hearing—colorful pictures, exciting sounds.  
2nd-5th years--Mother Goose, Dr. Seuss—help arrange a chaotic world.  Contain repetitions.  Predictable and rhyming books.  Skip a word and let child fill in.  Set aside one traditional time each day for story.  Picture books with only a few words to capture attention—the art of listening is an acquired one.  Participation by turning pages.  Always read title, author and illustrator.  Ask questions.  Discuss illustration on cover--What do you think this book is going to be about.  Add a 3rd dimension—Blueberries for Sal—eat berries.
In reading aloud to young children we also--
1. Condition the child’s brain to associate reading with pleasure
2. Create background knowledge
3. Build vocabulary
4. Provide a reading role model

4.  Elementary Years
This age loves series—Box-Car Children (Gertrude Warner), Magic Bicycle (John Bibee), Seven Sleepers (Gilbert Morris), Hardy Boys (Franklin Dixon), Chronicles of Narnia (C.S. Lewis).  
Audio—Adventures in Odyssey (Focus on the Family), Chronicles of Narnia (C.S. Lewis).
Biographies, Historical Fiction, Non-Fiction (Creation Science books by Ken Ham, John Morris)
Read above your child’s intellectual levels to challenge mind.  Main character older.  Avoid long descriptive passages until the child’s imagination and attention span are capable of handling them.  Continue to ask questions--Where did we leave off yesterday?  What do you think is going to happen next?
If child asks question—look up the answer, google it!  Encourage discussion.  Respond if asked spontaneous questions while reading.

5. Teenagers
Classics—Pride and Prejudice (Jane Austin), All Creatures Great and Small (James Herriot), Ben Hur (Lew Wallace), The Hiding Place (Corrie ten Boom), Pilgrim’s Progress (John Bunyan), Silver Chalice (Thomas Costain), Quo Vadis (Henryk Sienkiewicz), Adam and His Kin (Ruth Beechick), and any book by G.A. Henty
Biographies—William Borden, Jim Elliot, etc.
Non-Fiction—Preparation for Adolescence (James Dobson), Rise and Fall of the Third Reich (William Shirer)
Prime objective will be motivational, planting seeds that will bear fruit in the future.  Not only are we feeding the soul, but we continuing to teach values and build character.
In reading aloud to teens we—
1. Develop a Biblical worldview
2. Develop a vantage point to evaluate current times—avoid cultural pit-falls, examine assumptions, stimulate discussion
3. Ask perennial questions—human nature doesn’t change—just environment & culture.  We all struggle with the same questions.
Highest literacy gains occur with children who have access to discussions following a story.



6. Hints
Don’t confuse quantity with quality.  Reading to your child for 10 minutes, with your full attention and enthusiasm, may very well last longer in the child’s mind than two hour of television viewing.
Don’t use as a threat—If you don’t pick up your room, no story tonight!
Don’t try to compete with television.  If you ask for a choice, they will choose the latter.  This is like saying--Which do you want, vegetables or a donut?
Practice reading aloud.  Use plenty of expression.  Change tone of voice.  Slow down and lower voice during a suspenseful part.  Don’t read too fast.  Read slowly enough for the child to build mental pictures of what he just heard you read.  Use vocal expression.

7. Conclusion
Reading together creates a richness in family life that your kids will remember forever.  Take time to enjoy your family—the kids grow up much too fast!
Children must be introduced to the wonder of words put together in such a way that the words spin out pure joy and magic.  
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